
Republican Party of Arizona 

Mandatory Meeting, January 22, 2022, MINUTES 

Dream City Church, Phoenix AZ 
 

Chairwoman Kelli Ward called the meeting to order at 9:07 am.   

Invocation was presented by Chaplain Andrew Cunningham.   

The National Anthem was sung by Roosevelt Rawls. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by State Representative Walt Blackman.  

Chairwoman Ward Welcomed everyone and discussed Growing the Party.  Chairwoman Ward 
introduced the speakers while waiting for the Credentials Report.  

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

AZ State Treasurer Kimberly Yee reported on the $26 billion in state assets, the 69% increase in 
budget up to $11 billion, and the state land endowment which is the highest value ever.  She 
went on to discuss the state of the economy compared to California, and pushing back against 
Federal overreach.  

AZ Senate President Karen Fann discussed the shutting down of the Secretary of State EQUAL 
petition signature program by Katy Hobbs, updates on the Audit listing various findings, and 
election interference by the media.  

CD 4 Congressman Paul Gosar discussed abortion and his desire to have SCOTUS end Row vs 
Wade.  He discussed Biden’s first year failures, complementing Kyrsten Sinema for standing up 
for us.  He would like to see a New Contract with America.   

CD 8 Congresswoman Debbie Lesko discussed the DC Swamp, the difference in the economies 
of Trump vs Biden, the border, tech censorship, veterans, school choice, Afghanistan 
withdrawal, and the Fed’s push to federalize elections.  

CD 5 Congressman Andy Biggs discussed Bidens tanking approval and his denial of any 
problems.  He is excited about winning the 2022 election so we can change house rules back 
and get back to the house initiating spending bills. He will work to stop spending on special 
interests, and listed a list of issues for which President Biden, Vice President Harris and DHS 
Secretary Mayorkas are being investigated.  We need to win back the House! 

A Memorial Slide Show was presented to honor activist who had died in 2021 by county.  
Thanks to Sandra Dowling for assembling the portraits and text.   



CREDENTIALS REPORT:  

Credentials Chairwoman Sheila Muehling read the results by county and Legislative District.  
Final tally showed 658 attended in person and 491 proxies carried.  Grand total 1149, quorum 
met. Chairman Ward thanked Mrs. Muehling for the great job of organizing the Credentials 
system. (see attached final report) 

The State Committeemen approved the agenda after some motions with no rational basis were 
rescinded; and a motion to approve the 2021 Statutory meeting minutes which were passed.   

RULES COMMITTEE REPORT:  

Tyler Boyer, Chairman of the Rules Committee introduced the rules which were basically like 
the 2021 rules.  There was discussion by several who came to the floor mics to amend some of 
the rules.  Rules 3, 5, 6 and 8 were discussed. One motion by Joe Neglia to strike the last line of 
Rule 3 (Appeal to the Parliamentarian) was debated and voted down by a standing vote. Other 
rule issues were about violations of bylaws – call to meeting not made to all SCs, Leaving the 
meeting early cannot give credentials to others, and various rules that were already addressed 
in bylaws and did not need rule amendments.  No rule amendments were passed.  A motion to 
approve the rules was passed. Mr. Bowyer invited those critical of the rules to sit on the Rules 
Committee next year. 

TREASURERS REPORT:   

Treasurer Sheila Muehling said it was a good year for the AZGOP.  Ordinary Income 
$2,515,437.66. Operating expense $995,715. 91.  Net Income $1,519,721,75.  Total balances for 
Checking and Savings $1,021,545.77.  Total Assets $1,805,582.33. Total Liabilities $49,903.56.  
Total Equity $1,755,678.77.  Total Liabilities and Equity $1,805,582.33.  The Treasurers report 
included details of income and expenses.  (See attached) 

REPORTS FROM NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN AND COMMITTEEWOMAN.   

Lori Cline-Corbin sits on the RNC Election Integrity Committee.  RNC is paying Arizona to achieve 
90% saturation to train poll workers and observers; and to get our message out comparing and 
contrasting political platforms.  

Tyler Bowyer sits on the RNC Grassroots Committee.  He applied to sit on the first ever 
Grassroots Committee so that the RNC would hear what is happening on the ground.  People 
are sick and tire of RNC asking for money and not listening to them.  Committee goal to help get 
good legislators and good bills passed. We need strong Governors like Ron DeSantis.  To attract 
new Republicans Tyler needs our help to 1: Elect Republicans that agree to the Republican 
Platform.  2: Hold them accountable.  3: Fill every PC slot across the state, if we do not fill 
Maricopa County, we will lose the state.  We will not stop pushing for RNC to push for us.   

 



CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT:  

Chairwoman Ward introduced a video clip pro AZ, Lets Be Unified in State 48. She then 
reiterated the importance of recruiting PCs and praised Cochise Co. for doubling their PCs from 
99 to 200 plus.  This is important because Cochise Co. lost three legislators and the PCs 
recommended replacements to be appointed to fill the terms.  We had 2600 PCs in December 
of 2020, and 4399 in December of 2021.  PCs are the lifeblood of the Party; we do not want 
paper PCs. Republicans are the only party growing in voter registrations, Independents a little 
growth.  Mrs. Ward thanked Liz Harris for her canvass work for the Audit. She also thanked 
Senators Fann and Borelli for being fearless, and Eddie Farnsworth for getting te ball rolling for 
the Audit. She mentioned the daily video updates including Saturdays in Spanish, thanked Pam 
Kirby for School Board Boot Camps and training candidates. It’s not just Republicans vs 
Democrats, it’s good vs evil to save America.  She pledges to be relentless fighting for faith, 
family and freedom.  

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:  

Nancy Cottle, Chairman reported that Gila County Elections was running the election again and 
explained the rules about filling out added names to the ballot, and how to exchange spoiled 
ballots. The committee received submitted nominations for First, Second and Third Vice Chairs, 
Sergeant at Arms, Assistant Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Assistant Sergeant at Arms.  
There were two nominations from the floor, one for 2nd Vice Chair and one for Assistant 
Sergeant at Arms.  Offices with more than one candidate gave campaign speeches.   

State Committeemen were released to vote and enjoy lunch after speeches.  

The meeting resumed at 1:11 pm.  The Arizona Teen Republicans drew the ticket for their 50/50 
raffle.  Winner (not announced) received $370.00. 

Chairwoman Ward announced the winners of the non-statutory offices.  (Greg Safsten emailed 
the Election Vote Results for the Officers, Bylaws and Resolutions to all State Committeemen on 
January 22, 2022.)  Nancy Parker of LD 15 shared that she was given a “filled in” replacement 
ballot when she turned in a spoiled ballot.  This will be investigated. (see Election Vote Results 
attached) 

Candidates and winner results: 

First Vice Chair:  Jill Norgaard (elected) and Sandra Dowling 

Second Vice Chair:  Ray Ihly and Nathan Jackson (elected, nominated from floor) 

Third Vice Chair:  Gina Swaboda (elected by acclamation) 

Sergeant at Arms: Mitch Freelander (elected by acclamation)  

Assistant Treasurer:  John Stevens (elected by acclamation) 



Assistant Secretary:  Shirley Dye (elected by acclamation)  

Assistant Sergeant at Arms:  Chris King (elected) and Tim Servanti (nominated from floor) 

 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE REPORT:   

Yvonne Cahill Chairman reported that seven bylaw changes were submitted.  Six minutes were 
allowed to debate for and against each proposed change.  Bylaws changes need a 2/3rd vote in 
favor to pass.   

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Resolutions Chairman Ray Jones reported that 23 resolutions were submitted to the 
committee.  13 were approved to go forward and 10 were rejected.  Resolutions needed 50% 
plus 1 to Pass.  There was 6 minutes of debate for and against each resolution.  No 
amendments were allowed.  A motion was made to eliminate debate but it failed.  A lively 
debate between those for and against ensued. 

State Committeemen were released to vote on Bylaws and Resolutions at 2:38 pm and 
returned for these reports at 3:41 pm.) 

TALLY RESULTS OF BYLAWS VOTES:  (Vote count details included in the January 
22nd email from Greg Safsten) 

Four Bylaw proposals passed, three failed, needed 2/3rds votes in favor to pass.  

Proposal 1:  Proxy Limit 3    Passed 

Proposal 2:  Membership-Filling of Vacancies   Failed  

Proposal 3:  Speeches of Guests/Dignitaries    Passed 

Proposal 4:  Term Limits Non-Statutory Offices   Failed  

Proposal 5:  Term Limits Statutory Offices     Failed 

Proposal 6:  Real Estate Transactions     Passed 

Proposal 7:  Duration and Method of Amending    Passed.  

 

TALLY RESULTS OF RESOLUTIONS VOTES:   (Vote count details included in the 
January 22nd email from Greg Safsten) 

All thirteen Resolutions on the ballot were passed.  



1:  Reaffirming the GOPs Roots as the Party of all Americans 

2:  Balance the National Budget-Don’t raise the Debt Ceiling  

3:  Support of Building the Border Wall and Law Enforcement Efforts to Prevent Illegal 
Immigration 

4:  Expressing Appreciation and Gratitude for the Arizona State Senate Audit of the 2020 
Maricopa Co. Election for the Purpose of Upholding Election Integrity 

5:  Election Integrity and Security 

6:  Freedom of Health Choices 

7:  Availability of Therapeutics 

8:  Opposing Reparations for Law Breakers 

9:  Stop the Illegal Invasion of America 

10:  Support of Parental Involvement and Choice in Education 

11:  Support of a Strong Republican Form of Government 

12:  Support of Life and our God Given Constitutional Rights 

13:  Opposing Property Taxes for Those Over 65 

 

Chairwoman Ward thanked everyone for participating.  

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting:  3:41 pm.  Passed.   

Submitted by Shirley Dye, Assistant Secretary 

(See three attachments) 

 

 

 












